
 
 

 

 

Description 

 
— Often our desire to be faithful students of the Bible exceeds our ability. 
We begin our personal Bible study times with the best of intentions, but 
then we get sidetracked by the complexity of the Bible or by passages we 
can’t understand. Maybe we struggle to stay consistent because we are in a 
Bible study rut and our study times have lost some of their excitement and 
impact. In this multi-week study, we will learn how to study the Bible in 
new ways that will help us be more consistent and faithful, and to get more 
out of our daily time in God’s word. 
 

 
 
 

Overview 
 

I.  Bible Translation 
 
II.  Bible Versions 
 
III.  Bible Veracity 

  



 
 
Bible Translation 
 
 

• The Old Testament was mostly written in                               . 

 

o This is not exactly the same as modern Hebrew although 

similarities exist.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• The New Testament was mostly written in                                                        . 

 

o This is a dead language. 

o Different from the Greek of Homer (Ancient Greek) and from 

Modern Greek (dating back to 11th century). 

 
 
 
 



 
 

— We won’t spend a lot of time on this, but I want you to know that the 
Bible comes to us from another language. 

 
Bible Versions 
 
Two biggest Bible versions rules:  
 

• Don’t be a version                                                   . 

 

• Don’t be a version                               . 

 
Issues in selecting a Bible version 
 

• Accuracy/source 

o Newer Bible versions will generally have better sources. 

o The difference in sources between the Textus Receptus (1516) of 

the KJV all the way to the Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum 

Graece, 28th edition (2012) of the CSB, is not significant enough to 

lead anyone astray. 

o Most people, who criticize the accuracy of a translation, don’t have 

the expertise to do so. 

o Most common Bible versions available today will suffice. 

 

• ___________________ 

o If any Bible version advertises itself as having an agenda, no 

matter the agenda, stay away. 

 



 

 

•                                    level 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

• Translation ___________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



Bible Veracity 
 
 

The Historicity of Scripture 
 
 
Questions used by Historians to Determine the Veracity and Reliability of Documents 
 

1.  What is the                                        of the Documents? 
 
2.  What is the                                        of the Documents? 
 
3.  What is the                                                      for the Documents? 
 

 
 
 

The Integrity of the Documents 
 
 
 
Facts: 
 

... Between A.D. 107 - 110, Ignatius and Polycarp quoted passages from 25 of the 27 
books. 
 
... In A.D. 95 Clement of Rome quoted passages from Matthew, Mark, Luke, Romans, 1 
Corinthians, Ephesians, 1 Timothy, Titus, Hebrews, James, and 1 Peter. 
 
... The burning and destruction of Jerusalem was the most significant event in that area's 
history.  It happened in A.D. 70.  It was prophesied to happen by Jesus Christ.  Yet it is not 
mentioned in any of the New Testament books.  Therefore the books must have been 
written prior to A.D. 70. 
 
... The book of Acts ends with Paul and James still alive.  We know Paul was executed 
during the reign of Nero which ended in A.D. 68 and we know that James was executed in 
A.D. 62. 
 
... So the very latest Acts could have been written was A.D. 62. 
 
... Since Acts refers to it being written as a follow up to the book of Luke then Luke was 
written prior to A.D. 62. 
 
... Since Luke borrows material from Mark, then Mark was written prior to Luke. 
 
... There is strong evidence that 1 Corinthians was written between A.D. 55-56. 
 
... So the whole New Testament was written between A.D. 40-80. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Why not even earlier? 
 
 
 
Do we have a copy of these early documents? 

 
 
 

Let's look at how many copies we have. 
 

...                         hand written Greek manuscripts 
 
... 9,000 in other languages of the day (Syriac, Coptic, Latin, Arabic) 
 
... How does that compare? 
 

...                      Greek manuscripts of all or part of the New Testament. 
 
...                    manuscripts with all or part of the Iliad by Homer. 
 
...                manuscripts from the writings of Plato. 

 

 
Let's look at how early those copies are. 
 

... Time gap for earliest Greek manuscript:                  years. 
   
... Time gap for earliest of the Iliad manuscript:                       years. 
 
... Time gap for earliest of the Plato manuscript:                           years. 
 
 
 

What about errors? 
 

Sample of easily fixable errors: 
 

... I can do all t#ings through Christ who gives me strength. 

... I can do all th#ngs through Christ who gives me strength. 

... I can do all thi#gs through Christ who gives me strength. 

... I can do all thin#s through Christ who gives me strength. 

... I can do all thing# through Christ who gives me strength.  
 

 
                   % of errors did not change anything about the meaning of the passage. 
 
                    % of errors changed a doctrine or belief not confirmed elsewhere in 
Scripture. 
 
                    % of the text is copied verbatim. 



 
 

 
The Accuracy of the Documents 
 
 
Archeology is a friend of the Bible.   

... James Bone Box 

... Recent archeological evidence of Pontius Pilate and Caiaphas. 

... Recent archeological evidence of Roman Census and the date of Christ's birth. 

... Recent archeological evidence of nails being driven through hands and feet in 
crucifixions around the time of Christ. 

 
Book of Acts and details... 

 
 
The Corroboration for the Documents 
 
 
 Those ten non-Christian sources tell us the following things about Christ: 

1.  Jesus lived during the time of Tiberius Caesar. 
2.  He lived a virtuous life. 
3.  He was a wonder-worker. 
4.  He had a brother named James. 
5.  He was acclaimed to be the Messiah. 
6.  He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
7.  He was crucified on the eve of the Jewish Passover. 
8.  Darkness and an earthquake occurred when he died. 
9.  His disciples believed he rose from the dead. 
10.  His disciples were willing to die for their belief. 
11.  Christianity spread rapidly as far as Rome. 
12.  His disciples denied the Roman gods and worshiped Jesus as God. 

 

 

What are some possible objections to the Bible? 

 

 

Objection #1:  The fact the Bible contains                                  proves 

it is not true. 
 

 

What are the miracles objections? 

 

A.  Miracles violate science. 

 

 



B.  Why are there no biblical quality miracles today? 

 

 

 

Objection #2:  There are a                           of 'gospels' and the Bible  

 

was corrupted in the                             century. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Objection #3:  The Bible is filled with                                              . 
 

 

What is the truth about Contradictions? 

 

•  Just because you don't know the explanation doesn't mean there 

_________________ one. 

 

 

 

• Some things don't ______________________ plainly. 

 

 

• Descriptions don't have to be _____________________ to be true. 

 

 

• What is your standard really? 
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